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PRIESTLEY SMITH 
SCHOOL 

 
The aim of the school is to develop  
confident, caring and independent  

young people. 
 

Students are taught to  
challenge any barriers placed before 

them and to realise that, while they might 
tackle a task in a different way to their 

peers, all things are possible.  
 

Their visual disability does not define  
who they are. 
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 WELCOME TO PRIESTLEY SMITH SCHOOL  
– A SPECIALIST SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN  

WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS 
 

 

What do we do? 
 

We are committed to providing an exciting, stimulating and highly 
differentiated learning programme for all of our students and to 
ensuring that each child is supported to reach his or her potential. 
We provide both a mainstream curriculum, personalised to meet 
each child’s visual and learning needs, and the additional         
specialist subjects of braille, mobility, touch-typing, specialist ICT, 
perceptual development and Independent Living Skills. Every   
student leaves the school with a range of accreditation,  
qualifications  and skills to help them make their way  
successfully in the world.  
 

.’  
 

Priestley Smith School is a unique school in the UK. It is the first 
co-located all-age special school for pupils with severe sight loss 
and shares a campus with 4 mainstream schools. The school is 
purpose built for students with visual impairment, and is very well 
resourced to meet their needs, providing the specialist equipment 
they require to access the curriculum e.g. large print and braille 
materials, specialist ICT software with speech, adapted           
technology etc. All of our teaching staff are experienced and   
qualified teachers of the visually impaired. Our support staff are 
also all trained to a very high standard.  
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Ofsted stated that, “Pupils make excellent progress in their         
personal development as a result of the outstanding care, 
guidance and  support they receive. Consequently, their life 
chances are much  improved.”  

Where are we? 
 

Priestley Smith School is located on the site of Perry Beeches  
campus in Great Barr, Birmingham. The campus includes Perry 
Beeches Nursery, Infant, Junior and Secondary schools and is also 
near Great Barr Primary and Secondary Schools, facilitating  
inclusion for our students of all ages. Priestley Smith School is a 
city-wide provision. Students attend our school from all areas of  
Birmingham and also from surrounding Local Authorities,  
including Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 
 
 
  

 

The school caters for children between the ages of 2 and 16+ 
years, delivering nursery education, Foundation Stage and  Key 
Stages 1, 2, 3, and 4. We hope in the near future also to provide 
education for Sixth Form students. 
 

Priestley Smith School believes implicitly in the value of first hand 
experiences as the key to real learning. Visits and visitors form an 
essential part of the routine of the school, with hands-on activities 
forming the major pathway to understanding. For example, students 
studying the Victorians do not just study   materials from books or 
video but  visit historical sites where they dress up as Victorians, 
spend time in a Victorian schoolroom, do the laundry and cooking 
as it would have been done in Victorian times.  
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About our School 

OUR VISION: 
To be an outward-looking centre 
of excellence in the education of 
children with visual impairments 

 
OUR MISSION: 

Through high quality teaching, 
learning and pastoral care, to  
develop confident, caring and  

independent young people who 
are able to succeed in the world 

in their chosen field. 
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Our Aims 
 
 

At Priestley Smith School we aim to provide:  
 
• A safe, caring and supportive learning environment which  
  enables all students to achieve to their maximum potential 
and encourages them to be as confident, resourceful and   
independent as possible 

 

•  High quality first hand learning experiences for all pupils,  
delivered by specialist teaching and support staff 

 

• Full access to a broad, balanced and highly differentiated 
mainstream curriculum, modified to meet the visual, learning 
and social needs of each child 

 

• Opportunities for both academic and social inclusion through-
out all phases with campus and local schools  

 

• Small groups with a high teacher-pupil ratio  
 

• Consistently high quality resources and materials for all     
pupils, including specially adapted Information and         
Communication Technology 

 

• Individualised training in mobility and Independent Living 
Skills, delivered by specialist, on-site Rehabilitation staff 

 

• A range of additional extra-curricular activities to supplement 
class-based learning 

 

• An environment in which diversity is celebrated and in which 
all barriers to inclusion are challenged 

 

• A close working partnership with parents and carers, which 
enables them to be fully involved in their child’s learning 
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What Ofsted  said about 
our school... 
 
The school was inspected by Ofsted in May 2009. 
 
The following are just a few extracts from the report. 
 
“Priestley Smith School provides a good education 
for its students so that they make good academic 
progress and achieve outstanding personal  
development.  
 
Pastoral care is excellent which means that  
students feel safe and cherished by staff…..                
Relationships are very warm throughout the school, 
and classrooms are harmonious, good-humoured 
places of learning. 
 
Students work extremely well with each other. They 
are protective of one another, sensitive to each 
other’s special eye conditions, and behave  
considerately at all times. Students love coming to 
school, as shown by their high level of engagement 
in lessons. 
 
Students are well prepared for the future by the 
good acquisition of independent living skills,  
literacy and numeracy skills, specialist information 
and communication technology skills and  
increasing mobility.”    
 
Read the full report on www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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A Tour of the School  
 

Foundation Stage 
 
We have a purpose built Foundation Stage, which caters  
for children of nursery and Reception age and which is  
fully equipped with stimulating and exciting resources to  
encourage children’s learning and imagination at this age. 
The children study all aspects of the Foundation Stage  
curriculum, together with the additional areas of mobility,  
independence, perceptual development and tactile skills.  
 
The Foundation Stage has  a wonderful Sensory Room in 
order to stimulate and reinforce visual skills. The children in 
the Foundation Stage also benefit from weekly swimming 
and Physical Education lessons. They also visit a soft play 
centre and the Elizabeth Svendson Donkey Sanctuary each 
week.  
 
Foundation Stage staff work closely with 
parents and a range of other professionals 
such as physiotherapists, music therapists 
and speech and language therapists to 
maximize the potential of each child. 
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Primary Department 
 
 Throughout the Infant and Junior 
 years the children are taught in 
 small  classes. The location of 
 Priestley  Smith School enables 
 the children to  work and play with 
 their mainstream  peers in the 
 Perry Beeches Infant  and Junior 
 Schools.  

The children benefit from an individualised specialist curriculum 
to meet their needs, which runs alongside the mainstream 
National Curriculum. The children have individual braille, mobility 
and touch-typing lessons in addition to all of the subjects of the 
National Curriculum.  All learning programmes are highly 
differentiated to ensure that they match each child’s level of 
learning.  Students have weekly music, PE, French and 
swimming lessons, taught by  specialist    teachers. The school 
places a very high emphasis upon first hand learning and the 
children have the opportunity to take part in many learning  
experiences beyond the classroom to reinforce aspects of the 
curriculum e.g. history visits to Shugborough Hall, science 
visits  to  Birmingham Thinktank and Outdoor Education Centres 
such as Springfield Environmental Centre, the Botanical 
Gardens, farms etc. Key Stage 2 students also take part in 
residential visits to study a contrasting local area. 

 


