PRIESTLEY SMITH
SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

A SNOWY START TO THE YEAR....

As | write this newsletter, the sun is shining, there
are large patches of blue sky and it is snowing!

January was a very mixed month, where weather
was concerned and the school was unfortunately
forced to close on two occasions due to snow.
Most of the time, however, we managed to keep
open and even on one day when we were forced to
close due to icy roads and transport difficulties,
Year 11 were still able to come in to take their
exams. Some of them had long journeys because
of the weather but all got in and had tea and toast
before taking their exams!

We wish all of our Year 11 students good luck in
their recent exams and the exams still to come in
the next two terms.

KEEPING FIT!

Mr Adams, our P.E. teacher, and staff in both
Primary and Secondary departments are very
busy, helping the students to keep fit and healthy.

In addition to our usual P.E. activities, students are
also taking part in weekly dance lessons and a
range of extra-curricular enrichment activities. On a
Wednesday after school there is a judo community
club for Year 6 to Year 11 blind and partially
sighted students across the city. On Tuesdays our
after school sports club are currently taking part in
climbing activities and Primary students have just
taken part in a multiskills day at Stockland Green
School with a number of other Primary and special
school students. All of these activities are
thoroughly enjoyed by the children and we are
grateful to staff who give up their time so willingly
to run and support these activities.




FUNKY JUNK DAY WITH GREAT BARR
SECONDARY SCHOOL

As part of our inclusion work with Great Barr
Secondary School, Priestley Smith students took
part on Thursday 4" February in a joint day
focusing upon recycling. Year 8, 9 and 10 students
joined their mainstream peers in a wonderful day
which culminated in a fashion parade of clothing
made from recycled products! The students from
both schools obviously thoroughly enjoyed this
experience. Next half term there will be more joint
activities, including a Year 9 science day and a
visual impairment awareness day.

As you can see from the picture below, students
were highly imaginative in their fashion recycling!

CHANGE OF DATE FOR TRAINING DAY

As you know from previous newsletters, our next
training day was booked for Monday 19" April
2010. However, this date has had to be changed
due to the lack of availability of the main speaker.
The training planned for this day will focus upon
community cohesion and will involve the staff of
Priestley Smith School and the mainstream
Nursery, Infant and Junior Schools.

The children will therefore attend school as usual
on Monday 19" April 2010 but there will be a
training day instead on:

Tuesday 4 i May (the day after the bank
holiday).

Staff will attend for training on Tuesday 4th May
2010 but the children will not return until
Wednesday 5 ™ May 2010.

BID FOR SIXTH FORM PROVISION

Staff and governors have recently completed a bid
to the Local Authority to extend the provision at
Priestley Smith School to include Post-16 students.
We are very keen to develop this provision, as we
believe that it will provide far greater opportunities
for our students. Currently, many of our students
access specialist colleges at 16 but then have to
leave college at 19 before they are really ready to
do so. Sixth Form provision will provide them with
the chance to follow specialist, accredited courses
at the school, together with Independent Living
Skills programmes to prepare them for the future.
They will then be able to go on to access further
education at 19, giving them longer to gain the
skills, qualifications and experience to succeed in
their chosen professions.

Our bid had to be submitted by 15th January and
we will not know the outcome until the end of
February or early March. We will let you know as
soon as we hear!

REVISED WEBSITE AND PROSPECTUS

If you have looked on our website recently, you will
have noticed that it has changed. Our website has
been updated and our new prospectus is almost
complete. The prospectus will also be available on
the website for you to have a look at or to
download if you wish. The website address is
www.priestleysmith.co.uk

HALF TERM BREAK...

The school closes for half term at the usual time on
Friday 12" February. The children should return to
school on Monday 22 February. We hope you
have a lovely break and if you celebrate Pancake
Day on 16" we hope you have as much fun as the
Infant class did!

With best wishes,

Perry Beeches Campus, Beeches Road, Great Baninginam B42 2PY

Tel: 0121 325 3900







