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STUDENTS GO TO THE BBC!

Throughout this term the Secondary
Department has been working with St Albans
School and the Women in Theatre Company
to design, write and perform radio plays.

On Tuesday 23" March the Secondary
Department descended on the BBC studios at
the Mailbox to record 3 radio plays: ‘The
Daydream’, ‘The Haunted Mansion’ and ‘The
Haunted Lighthouse’. The day was very busy
with lots of pupils involved. We arrived at the
Mailbox to start at 9.30 a.m. and some of the
students and staff stayed behind after school
finished in order to complete the recording of
the sound effects.

The pupils learnt about how radio plays are
recorded and great fun was had in the ‘dead’
room — a room used to replicate being outside.
The students also learnt how their positioning
towards microphones is important and other
tricks of the trade by BBC experts. Highlights
of the day included watching Anes from Year 8
pretend to ‘drown’ in a bath of blood (he was in
fact gurgling in a sink of tap water) and Mr
Wijesinghe acting as a strict geography
teacher. We are all looking forward to hearing
the final performance after the Easter break
and to taking part in the Celebration Event at
the BBC Mailbox on 11" May.
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KEY STAGE 2 RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE

On Friday 26" March 2010 the students in Mrs
Hewitt's and Mrs Radford’s classes went to
Springfield Environmental Centre and Heron’s Nest
Rescue Farm. They had an excellent day, studying
a variety of animals, including foxes, snakes and
Shetland horses, feeding chickens and collecting
eggs and exploring pond life. In the evening they
went on a night walk to listen to environmental
sounds and were delighted to hear owls on their
walk. The most exciting bit for the children,
however, proved to be staying overnight at
Springfield before returning to school on Saturday
lunchtime. The children had a wonderful time, as
shown by some of their comments below:

| liked looking at the new born chicks.

| liked having dinner with all my friends and doing
the washing up.

| liked sharing a bedroom with my friend.

We had a great time. | enjoyed the night walk and
we heard owls.

| loved the Easter egg hunt. We got two eggs
each.



| liked seeing the new eggs. We had eggs for
breakfast.

| liked going on the night walk. It was scary but we
really enjoyed it.

Thanks go to the staff who gave up their time so
willingly to go on this visit.

WORLD BOOK DAY

On Thursday 4™ March it was World Book Day.
All Nursery, Infant and Junior pupils took part in a
non-fiction activity. They followed recipes to make
a variety of different meals, took photographs of
the preparing and cooking process and made
Non-fiction books about the activity in the
afternoon. At lunchtime all the Primary students
met together to eat what they had made. A very
enjoyable time was had by all and we definitely
have some budding Jamie Olivers in our midst.

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT AWARENESS TRAINING
FOR GREAT BARR SCHOOL

As part of our joint working with Great Barr
Secondary School, Priestley Smith students
provided a training session for sets of Great Barr
students and staff on visual impairment awareness
on Wednesday 31% March. Great Barr students
tried a range of activities such as pouring drinks
and making sandwiches under blindfold, long cane
mobility and trying their hand at braille. They had a
wonderful time and were very appreciative of their
session. Staff from Great Barr were amazed at the
confidence and skills of our students.

REMINDER OF CHANGE OF DATE FOR
TRAINING DAY

As detailed in our last newsletter, our next training
day has had to be changed from Monday 19" April

to Tuesday 4th May 2010 .

The training planned for this day will focus upon
community cohesion and will involve the staff of
Priestley Smith and Perry Beeches Nursery, Infant
and Junior Schools.

The children will therefore attend school as usual
on 19" April but will not attend school on 4™ May
2010.

BID FOR SIXTH FORM PROVISION

As you know, staff and governors have recently
submitted a bid to the Local Authority to extend the
provision at Priestley Smith School to include Post-
16 students. We have successfully met the first
stage of the bid, with agreement given in principle
for the school to be the city-wide, all age school for
children with visual impairment. We are now
awaiting final confirmation of the Sixth Form
provision.

AWARDS ASSEMBLY

At our awards assembly this morning, | was
delighted to see so many students achieving
certificates for good work, excellent behaviour,
sporting achievements and drama. A large number
of students have now gained gold merit awards
and are on their way to platinum before the end of
the year. It was also pleasing to see that over the
last half term 25% of students achieved 100%
attendance- but we are keen to extend this even
further in the Summer term!

END OF TERM

The school closes for the end of term at the usual
time on Thursday 1* April. The children will return
to school on Monday 19" April. We hope you all
have a lovely break and that the weather becomes
a little warmer over the next two weeks. It is hard
to believe we are still having snow showers but at
least it looks as if Spring is on the way.

With best wishes,

Perry Beeches Campus, Beeches Road, Great Baninginam B42 2PY
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